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" The coral and other sand contributing animal communities are, therefore,
most crucial for the survival and growth of the islands. But the purity of the marine
environment is very crucial for the survival of the coral reefs. Some of the coral
communities are so sensitive to pollution that even the minute traces of pollutants
can wipe them out completely. Most of them are sensitive to temperature. A change
in the temperature by 1 to 2°C is sufficient to destroy them. The traces of turbidity
caused by dissolved clay or sewage are not acceptable to the corals. It is the reason
that most of the coral communities that used to live in the near shore waters of the
Indian coastline have slowly been annihilated with the growing coastal cities and
their disposal of sewage in the nearshore waters."
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